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A Study on the Medical Ethics Thought of Sun Simiao

LI Wei, SUN Xiao-zhong (Xiamen University, Xiamen 361102)

ABSTRACT: Sun Simiao is a renowned physician from the Tang Dynasty. His medical ethics thought is deeply rooted in the cultural

traditions of China, incorporating elements from Confucianism, Buddhism and Daoism, and embodying various traditional Chinese virtues.

Through the exploration and organization of existing literature, this paper summarizes Sun Simiao’s medical ethics thought from ten aspects:

human-centric approach, avoidance of concerns relating to profit and loss, universal equality, respect for colleagues, placing importance on

women and children, respect for animals, reading widely, diligence and perseverance, decency and modesty, balance between being strict and

flexible. Further elaborates on four key factors that influenced the formation of his medical ethics thought: political environment, religious

beliefs, early philosophy and foreign medicine, as well as personal experience.
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